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MHF Cesky Krumlov 2014 byl slavnostné
zahajen / IMF Cesky Krumlov 2014
Officially Inaugurated

Slavnostni zahajeni Mezinarodniho hudebniho festivalu Cesky Krumlov 2014
probéhlo za sluneéného pateéniho podvedera v Pivovarské zahradé. Mode-
ratofi veéera Jifi Vejvoda a Jan Censky pivitali vzacné hosty a poté zaznélo
nékolik projevd. Ten prvni patfil premiérovi Bohuslavu Sobotkovi: , Festival spo-
Juje toto krdsné historické mésto s krasnou hudbou a setkdvaji se na ném poslu-
chadia umélci z celého svéta. Diky vynikajici dramaturgii a také rade zvucnych
Jjmen interpretu se stal jednim z nejvice cenénych hudebnich festivald, ktery vy-
zdvihuje Ceskou republiku na mapé hudebniho svéta. Neni'to festival pro tizky
okruh zasvécenych, je to festival pro Sirokou verejnost.”Bohuslav Sobotka dale
zdlraznil, ze Rok Geské hudby, k némuz se festivalovy program rovnéz pripojil,
by mél prispét k propagaci c¢eského statu a kultury v mezinarodnim kontextu,
ale také k rozvoji domaciho kulturniho prostredi.,,Rok deské hudby nese poditi-
tul Tvorivost a spolupradce. Takovy podtitul se hodii k letosnimu programu MHF
Cesky Krumlov. Klasicka hudba se zde poji s jazzem i folklorem, Bach se sam-
bou, domdciinterpreti s témi zahranicénimi,” pfipomnél pfedseda vlady.

Poté prijal pozvani k mikrofonu dlouholety host festivalu, byvaly prezident CR
Vaclav Klaus, ktery je vyhlaSenym milovnikem kvalitni hudby a - jak podotkl Jan
Censky - ke krumlovskému festivalu uz neodmyslitelné pati.,,Na tomto festi-
valu uz jsem opravdu pamétnikem,” potvrdil jeho slova Vaclav Klaus. ,,VZdycky
mé to tady tési. Navstévuji mnoho festivalii na mnoha krasnych mistech po celé
republice, ale Cesky Krumlov je stejné nejkrasnéj$il“ ocenil Vaclav Klaus festival
i malebné jihoceské mésto. Po ném byl k mikrofonu pozvan starosta Ceského
Krumlova Dalibor Carda. ,Neddvno jsem byl v Anglii a Zjistil jsem, Ze i tam pro-
nikla sldva éeskokrumlovského festivalu. Doufam, Ze vSichni, ktefi tomuto festi-
valu mizeme pomoci do pristich let, si uvédomime jeho vyznam a budeme mu

“y

vénovat stdlou podporu,“iekl ceskokrumlovsky starosta.

Za sponzory vystoupil predseda predstavenstva generalniho partnera festiva-
lu, pojistovny Kooperativa, Martin Divis. , Za tffiadvacet let festival navstivilo vice
neZ étvrt milionu lidi, odehrély se étyri stovky koncertd, pfijelo devét tisic umél-
cu. UZ tato disla hovori o tom, Ze si festival nasel své misto. A ja mam prosbu za
nds, za Kooperativu, i za vSechny partnery, kteri u festivalu dlouhodobé stoyji,
aby vldda, at bude vidda pravicovd nebo levicovd, neposuzovala podle toho, kdo
rozhodl pred nimi, ale podle toho, zda ma smysl projekt podporovat. A u téch
dobrych projektu aby i nadéle stdla. Jsem moc rdd, Ze si festival udrzel dobré
Jjméno a Ze festivalovy stab tomuto projektu vénuje nejen usili, ale ddava mu i du-
cha a srdce.”

A pak uz 23. rodnik festivalu zahajil prezident MHF Cesky Krumlov Jaromir
Bohac:, Preji vam véem, abyste si letosni rocnik festivalu uZili a aby byl plny
hudebnich zazitka. Chtél bych predevsim podékovat — bez podpory sponzord,
ministerstva kultury, Jihodeského kraje a mésta Cesky Krumlov by se festival
nemohl konat. Nerad bych jednou na tomto misté stal a fikal - festival uz pristi
rok nebude... Bojujme tedy za to, aby nejen tento festival, ale i dalsi festivaly pro-
sperovaly, mohlijsme je navstévovat a odnaseli si krasné zaZitky."

A poté pozval moderator Jifi Vejvoda hosty na netrpélivé oéekavanou udalost,
koncert ,tenorové hvézdy superkategorie v piné formé, pro niz je ucast na festi-
valu v Krumlové, jak sdm Jonas Kaufmann rekl, velkym potésenim*.

www.festivalkrumlov.cz

The official opening of the International Music Festival Cesky Krumlov 2014
took place during a sunny early evening in the Brewery Garden. The presenters
of the evening Jifi Vejvoda and Jan Censky welcomed the important guests
and after that the audience heard a few speeches. The first one was by Bohuslav
Sobotka: “The festival connects this beautiful historical city with beautiful music
and listeners and artists from all around the world meet here. Thanks to excel-
lent dramaturgy and also a number of renowned names of interpreters it has
become one of the most acclaimed music festivals, which highlights the Czech
Republic on the map of the music world. It is not a festival for a close circle of
devotees, it is a festival for the general public.” Bohuslav Sobotka also empha-
sized that the Year of Czech Music, which the festival program is part of, should
contribute to the promotion of the Czech state and culture in international con-
text but also to the development of the Czech cultural environment. “The year
of Czech music bears the subtitle Creativity and Cooperation. Such a subtitle
suits this year’s program of the IMF Cesky Krumlov. Classical music is joined
by jazz and folklore, Bach with samba, local interpreters with foreign ones,” re-
marked the Prime Minister.

After that a long-term guest of the festival, former President of the Czech
Republic Vaclav Klaus, who is a renowned admirer of fine music and - as Jan
Censky remarked - is an integral part of the festival in Cesky Krumlov, came

to the microphone. “/ have witnessed a lot at this festival,” Vaclav Klaus con-
firmed these words. “/ am always pleased to be here. | visit a lot of festivals in

a number of beautiful places all over the Czech Republic but Cesky Krumlov is
still the most beautiful one!” Vaclav Klaus appreciated the festival as well as the
magical town in South Bohemia. After him the mayor of Cesky Krumlov Dalibor
Carda was asked to give his speech. “Recently | visited England and | found out
that the fame of the Cesky Krumlov festival has spread there as well. | hope that
all of us who can help the festival in the years to come, will realize its importance
and will provide constant support to it,” said the mayor of Cesky Krumlov.

The chairman of the board of the general partner of the festival, Kooperativa
insurance company, Martin Divi$ spoke on behalf of the sponsors. “In twenty-three
years of the festival more than a quarter of a million people have visited the festi-
val, four hundred concerts have been played, twenty thousand artists have come.
These numbers are proof of the fact that the festival has found its place. And

I have an appeal on our behalf, on behalf of Kooperativa as well as all the partners,
which have stood by the festival for a long time, whether the government will be
right-wing or left-wing not to assess projects in the same way as they were assessed
in the past but according to the fact whether it makes sense to support a project.
And to continue to stand by the good projects. | am very pleased that the festival
has maintained its good name and the festival organizers contribute to the festi-
val not only with their hard work but also with their soul and heart.”

And after that the 23" year of the festival was inaugurated by the President of
the IMF Jaromir Bohag, “/ wish all of you an enjoyable year of the festival and
may it be full of musical experiences. | would like to thank above all the spon-
sors, the ministry of culture, the South Bohemian Region and the town of Cesky
Krumlov without whose support the festival could not be held. | would not be
happy to stand here one day and say that the festival will not be held the follow-
ing year... We are doing our best to make not only this festival but also other fes-
tivals prosper, to be able to visit them and get beautiful experiences.”

And after that the presenter Jifi Vejvoda invited the guests to the eagerly awaited
event, the concert of the “tenor star of a supercategory in its full form, for whom
the presence at the festival in Cesky Krumlov, as Jonas Kaufmann himself said,
is a great pleasure.”

Jonas Kaufmann podal excelentni vykon /
Jonas Kaufmann’s Excellent Performance

Charismaticky tenorista Jonas Kaufmann ma kalendar zaplnény na pét let
dopredu, zejména premiérami novych oper; na dva roky ma také kalendar
plny koncertu a recitald. Nebylo proto jednoduché jej pro krumlovsky festival
ziskat, avSak usili se vice nez vyplatilo. Na opernim galakoncertu pod Sirym ne-
bem v Ceském Krumlové Jonas Kaufmann publikum skutedné okouzlil. Béhem
celého vecera dokazoval, Ze patfi v sou¢asnosti ke svétové operni extratridé.
Ve v§ech hlasovych polohach nadchl divaky svou intonaéni pfesnosti a znélym
ténem a Cavaradossimu, Des Grieuxovi, Enzovi Grimaldovi nebo Donu Alvarovi
vdechl neoby¢&ejnou osobitost svého projevu. Jonas Kaufmann si v§ak divaky
od zadatku ziskal nejen skvélym vykonem, ale i velmi srdeé&nym projevem

a pokorou k divakiim i kolegim-hudebnikdm. Spolehlivym partnerem mu byl
Symfonicky orchestr Ceského rozhlasu, ktery hrél pod taktovkou Jochena
Riedera a blyskl se napfiklad v efektnich Verdiho pfedehrach.
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Ve velmi dobrém svétle se predstavila i jihokorejska sopranistka Sooyeon Kim,
ktera potésila eskou ast publika arii Mésic¢ku na nebi hlubokém z Dvorakovy
Rusalky s perfektni ¢eskou vyslovnosti.,,Zpocadtku pro mé byla drie Rusalky nd-
roénad, ale jak Sel éas, zjistovala jsem, jak je Gestina nadhernd a jak je proto viast-
né snadné v tomto jazyce zpivat.” Sooyeon Kim excelovala i s hlavni hvézdou
vedera ve slavném pfipitkovém duetu z Verdiho Traviaty. Nad$ené publikum si
pii dékovacce vyzadalo pét pridavkd a dlouho nechtélo umélce pustit z jevisté.

,Byl to nadherny zazitek i pro mé. Pocasi vyslo skvéle a doufdam, Ze se do tohoto
krasného mésta zase brzy vratim,” ekl po koncerté pri spole¢enském setkani
Jonas Kaufmann. ,Cesky Krumlov je prosté jedineény. Dojem mi jesté umocnila
navstéva zdejsiho barokniho divadla. Navstivil jsem nékolik baroknich divadel,
ale Zddné z nich nebylo tak dokonale zachované. A je dobre, Ze se v ném i dnes
mohou konat hudebni produkce, které divakiam pribliZuji, jak tehdy vypadala

a znéla opera.” Jonas Kaufmann chtél plivodné jet na finale fotbalového mistrov-
stvi v Rio de Janeiru, avéak kvl dlouhé cesté i koncertu v Ceském Krumlové
svou Ucast nakonec odrekl. Podotkl, ze by si v Riu stejné nemohl dat pivo, jako si
ho dal doma v Mnichové u televize pri sledovani findle. A dodal, Ze uz se opravdu
t8§i, az si da pivo tady po koncerté v Krumlové, kterézto prani bylo samozrejmé
hned vyslySeno.

Své dojmy ze zahajovaciho koncertu popsal i dirigent Jochen Rieder: ,,Koncer-
ty s Jonasem Kaufmannem jsou nejen pro posluchace, ale také pro hudebniky
a dirigenty néco zcela mimoradného. My, co jsme dnes stali na pddiu, jsme citili
velikou prizeri publika.” Cesky Krumlov nadchl i jeho: ,Jsem tu stejné jako Jonas
poprvé a Cesky Krumlov mé opravdu okouzlil. V Cesku jsem byl uZ mnohokrat
a mam rad tu nepopsatelnou ceskou ,viini” - kombinaci prirody, ceské muzika-
lity a piva. A to véechno se mi vybavilo v tomto mésté. Jsem moc rdd, Ze jsem tu
mohl byt.”

Uméni Jonase Kaufmanna ocenil také ministr kultury CR Daniel Herman:
,Vystoupeni tohoto tenoristy patrijisté mezi zlaté hreby letosniho rocéniku. Na-
Zivo jsem dosud nemél moznost se s uménim pana Kaufmanna setkat. To zlato
v hrdle, které zde predved|, mé zcela okouzlilo. Je dobre, Ze umélec takového
formatu zavital na MHF Cesky Krumlov, a Ize si jen prét, aby tomu bylo i v bu-
doucnu obdobné.” Ocenil i teskokrumlovsky festival: , Aé jsem jihodesky roddk
ze sousednich Ceskych Budéjovic, na festivalu v Ceském Krumlové jsem popr-
vé. Myslim si, Ze Krumlov je festivalové mésto, které koncertum vytvarijedinec-
nou kulisu nadhernymi pamatkami. Ty sem lakayji tisice turisti a je urdité dobre,
Ze kultura tady Zije také timto zplsobem. Jsem rdd, Ze se 23. roéniku mohu
osobné zudastnit.”

The calendar of charismatic tenor Jonas Kaufmann is full five years ahead, es-
pecially thanks to premieres of new operas; for two years ahead his calendar

is also full of concerts and recitals. Therefore it was not easy to make him come
to Cesky Krumlov but the effort was more than worth it. At the opera gala con-
cert under the open sky in Cesky Krumlov Jonas Kaufmann really enchanted
the audience. During all the evening he proved that he belonged to the current
world opera elite. He delighted the audience in all the voice positions with his in-
tonation accuracy and his resonant tone and infused Cavaradossi, Des Grieux,
Enzo Grimaldo and Don Alvaro with the distinctiveness of his expression. How-
ever, Jonas Kaufmann won the favour of the audience from the very beginning
not only thanks to his excellent performance but also thanks to a very cordial
expression and humbleness towards both the audience and his colleagues-
musicians. The Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra, which played under the
baton of Jochen Rieder, was a reliable partner of his and showed its excellence,
for example, in Verdi’s overtures.
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South Korean soprano Sooyeon Kim also made a very good impression and
delighted the Czech part of the audience with the aria Song to the Moon

from Dvorak’s Rusalka with excellent Czech pronunciation. “At the beginning
Rusalka’s aria was difficult for me but as time went by | found out that the Czech
language was beautiful and how easy it actually was to sing in this language.”
Sooyeon Kim excelled together with the main star of the evening in the famous
toast duet from Verdi’s La Traviata. During the curtain call the delighted audi-
ence demanded five encores and did not want to let the artist leave the stage
for alongtime.

“It was a wonderful experience for me too. The weather was excellent and | hope
to come back to this beautiful town soon,” said Jonas Kaufmann during the
social meeting after the concert. “Cesky Krumlov is simply unique. This impres-
sion was even intensified by the visit to the local baroque theatre. | have visited
several baroque theatres but none of them has been so perfectly preserved.
And it is a good thing that even nowadays musical productions are held there
and give an idea to the audience what opera looked and sounded like at the
time.” Jonas Kaufmann originally wanted to travel to Rio de Janeiro to watch
the World Cup final but because of the long journey and the concert in Cesky
Krumlov he cancelled his participation in the end. He remarked that in Rio he
wouldn’t have been able to drink the beer he enjoyed in his home in Munich in
front of the television while watching the final. And he added that he was really
looking forward to drinking a beer after the concert in Cesky Krumlov and this
wish was, of course, immediately fulfilled.

The conductor Jochen Rieder also described his impression from the opening
concert: “The concerts with Jonas Kaufmann are something absolutely ex-
ceptional not only for the audience but also for the musicians and conductors.
Standing on the stage we felt the great favour of the audience.” He, too, was
delighted by Cesky Krumlov: “/ am here for the first time just as Jonas and | am
really delighted with Cesky Krumlov. | have been to the Czech Republic many
times and | like the indescribable Czech ‘scent’ - the combination of nature,
Czech musicality and beer. And all of this came to my mind in this town. | am
very happy to be here.”

Jonas Kaufmann’s art was also appreciated by the Minister of Culture of the
Czech Republic Daniel Herman, “The performance by this tenor is certainly
one of the highlights of this year’s festival. | hadn’t had the opportunity to see
Mr. Kaufmann’s art live until today. | was absolutely enchanted by the gold in

his throat which he showed here. It is a good thing that an artist of such a big
name visited Cesky Krumlov and we can only wish for him to do the same in

the future.” He also showed appreciation for the festival in Cesky Krumlov, “In
spite of being a native of South Bohemia from the neighbouring town of Ceské
Budgjovice, it is the first time | have visited the festival in Cesky Krumlov. | be-
lieve that Cesky Krumlov is a festival town which creates a unique scene for the
festival thanks to its beautiful sights. They attract thousands of tourists and it
is certainly a good thing that culture is alive here also in this way. | am glad to be
able to attend the 23rd year in person.”

V Zamecke jizdarné zaznéla Smetanova
Ma viast / Smetana’s My Country at Castle
Riding Halll

Uvodni vikend hudebniho festivalu pokradoval sobotnim symfonickym koncer-
tem k Roku ¢eskeé hudby. Jeho navstévnici méli nikoli az tak obvyklou pfilezitost
vychutnat si Smetandv symfonicky cyklus Ma vlast jako celek, tedy véech jeho
Sest symfonickych basni. Toto erbovni dilo Geské hudby zaznélo v podani Seve-
roceskeé filharmonie Teplice a pod taktovkou Tomase Braunera, ktery dnes pat-
i k nejvyhledavanéjsim dirigentiim mladé generace. Divaci v Zamecké jizdarné
meéli pri tonech Mé vlasti skute¢né pocit, Ze poslouchaji sled romantickych ob-
raz( z historie a pfirody, at uz vznesenych, ¢i dramatickych.
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| pro Tomase Braunera je provedeni celého cyklu Sesti symfonickych basni
svatkem: ,,Jd sam diriguji kompletni Mou vlast letos podruhé. Orchestry se k ni
zase tak éasto nedostanou, hraji se jen jednotlivé cdsti, zejména ty svétové pro-
slulé, Vitava a Sérka. Ale celd Ma viast ma tizasnou silu a je to zkrétka soudast
obecného povédomi o nasi zemi a jeji historii.” A jak naro¢ny je pro néj jako pro
dirigenta tento cyklus? ,Je potreba fyzicka vydrz a dobré rozvrZeni sill“ fika
Tomas Brauner, ktery bude v pfisti sezéné hlavnim hostujicim dirigentem Sym-
fonického orchestru Ceského rozhlasu. Co tato pozice obnasi? ,Na zaddtku
sezony napriklad oteviram novou abonentni fadu ve Smetanové sini Obecniho
domu, kterd bude takzvané populdrnéjsi. Budou to skladby ne tak éasto uva-
déné, avsak od znamych a cenénych skladatelti. Podilim se také na dramaturgii
koncertti a souddsti mych povinnosti bude i nataéeni pro Cesky rozhlas. Nadale
ale samozrejmé plsobim také jako $éfdirigent Plzeriské filharmonie.”

Prozradil i to, proé ma k Ceskému Krumlovu nostalgicky vztah:,Jako nadseny
voddk znam Cesky Krumlov velmi dobre a vZdycky si tu vzpomenu na student-
ska léta, kdy jsme tudy casto projizdéli. Je dobre, Ze pravé v tomto nddherném
misté vznikl festival, ktery si ziskal svétové renomé.”

The opening weekend of the music festival continued with Saturday’s sym-
phonic concert at the occasion of the Year of Czech Music. The visitors had

a not too common opportunity to enjoy Smetana’s symphonic cycle My Coun-
try as a whole, that is all his six symphonic poems. This heraldic piece of Czech
music was performed by the North Czech Philharmonic Teplice and under the
baton of Tomas Brauner, who belongs to the most sought-after conductors of
the young generation. During the tones of My Country at the Castle Riding Hall
the audience really had the impression that they were listening to a sequence of
romantic images from history and nature, whether noble or dramatic.

Even for Tomas Brauner the performance of the full cycle of six symphonic po-
ems is a feast, “This is the second time | have conducted the full My Country this
year. Orchestras don’t play it that often, only parts of it are played, especially
the world-wide known ones, Vitava and Vysehrad. But the whole of My Country
has amazing power and it is simply a part of the general knowledge about our
country and its history.” And how demanding is this cycle for him as a conduc-
tor? “You need physical endurance and a good allocation of energy!” says
Tomas Brauner, who will be the principal guest conductor of the Prague Radio
Symphony Orchestra in the next season. What does this position involve? “At
the beginning of the season, for example, | am going to open the new subscrib-
ers’series at the Smetana Hall of the Municipal House, which we could call more
popular. They will be compositions which are not performed too often but by
famous and acclaimed composers. | am also involved in the dramaturgy and

a part of my duties is also the recording for the Czech Radio. At the same time
lam of course also the chief conductor of the Pilsen Philharmonic Orchestra.”

He also revealed why he had such a nostalgic relationship to Cesky Krumlov,
“As a passionate canoeist | know Cesky Krumlov very well and | always remem-
ber my student’s years when we often came here. It is a good thing that a festi-
val which has gained world renown was born in this beautiful town.”

Koncerty tohoto tydne / Concerts of This Week

Leto$ni Mezinarodni hudebni festival v Ceském Krumlové pfipravil pro své po-
sluchace nabity program. Pristi tyden startuje jiz ve stfedu 23. Servence a bude
pokracovat v duchu Roku ¢eské hudby. Vystoupi violoncellista Jifi Barta spo-
leéné s klaviristkou Terezii Fialovou, den poté zahraje éinska klaviristka Shiran
Wang se Skampovym kvartetem. Patek bude pat¥it madarskému souboru Gypsy
Virtuoso Orchestra a v sobotu se na festival po zahajovacim koncertu vraci
Symfonicky orchestr Ceského rozhlasu. Pod vedenim dirigenta lona Marina

s houslistou lvanem Zenatym vzdaji hold Antoninu Dvoiakovi prostiednictvim
jeho dél. Tento koncert je vénovan éleniim Klubu pratel MHF Cesky Krumlov.
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This year’s International Music Festival Cesky Krumlov has prepared a busy
program for its listeners. Next week starts on Wednesday 23 July and will con-
tinue in the spirit of the Year of Czech Music. Violoncellist Jifi Barta will perform
together with pianist Terezie Fialova, the day after Chinese pianist Shiran Wang
will play together with the Skampa Quartet. Friday will belong to the Hungarian
ensemble Gypsy Virtuoso Orchestra and on Saturday the Prague Radio Sym-
phony Orchestra will return to the festival after the opening concert. Under the
baton of violinist lvan Zenaty they will pay tribute to Antonin Dvoiak by means
of his compositions. This concert is dedicated to the members of the IMF
Cesky Krumlov Friends Club.

Rozhovor se Zuzanou Dyorakovou,
reditelkou komunikace CEPS, a.s./
Interview with Zuzana Dvorakova,
Directress of Communications CEPS, a. s.

CEPS, a. s. je partnerem MHF Ceském Krumlové opa-
kované. Cim si festival zaslouzil vasi divéru? A co vds
k myslence podporovat tuto hudebni udalost viastné
privedlo?

CEPS, a. s. dlouhodobé podporuje vzdélavaci, spor-
tovni, charitativni a kulturni aktivity. Hudebni festival

v Ceském Krumlové dlouhodobé prinasi kvalitni hudbu
do jihoSeského regionu.

Podpora klasické hudby ma jisté i marketingové cile.
Je pro vas podstatné osloveni potencialniho zakaznika,
nebo budovaniimage vasi spolecnosti?

Tato akce vyhovuje spoleenské odpovédnosti koncepce CEPS, a.s., ktera
mimo jiné cili na projekty vyzdvihujici deské kulturni dédictvi. Festival v Ceském
Krumlové jedine¢né spojuje klasickou hudbu s prostfedim méstské pamatkové
rezervace UNESCO. S festivalem mame dlouholetou zkuSenost a zpétna vazba
pro nasi spoleénost je stale velmi pozitivni.

b
Zuzana Dverakova

Co byste z toho, co se spoleénosti CEPS za posledni rok podafilo, vyzdvihla?

Jsem rada, Ze se nam uspésné dari naplnit naro¢ny investi¢ni program, ktery
zajisti bezpecnost a spolehlivost dodavek elektrické energie.

Jako predstavitelka hlavniho partnera MHF Cesky Krumlov jste jisté jiZ na-
vstivila mnoho koncertu. Ktery z koncertt leto$niho 23. roéniku si nenechate
ujit a ktery z téch minulych vam nejvic utkvél v paméti?

Letos se t&sim na koncert Symfonického orchestru Ceského rozhlasu se solis-
tou lvanem Zenatym a Gypsy Virtuoso Orchestra. Libily se mi véechny koncer-
ty, které jsem v ramci Mezinarodniho hudebniho festivalu zhlédla. V minulosti
mé asi nejvice zaujal koncert Placida Dominga a také skupiny Cechomor se
symfonickym orchestrem.

CGEPS a. s. has repeatedly been a partner of the IMF Cesky Krumlov. Why did
the festival earn your trust? And what actually prompted you to support this
musical event?

CEPS, a.s. has been supporting educational, sports, charity and cultural
events for a long time. The music festival in Cesky Krumlov has been bringing
fine music to the South Bohemian Region for a long time.

The support of classical music surely has marketing goals too. What is im-
portant for you - addressing a potential customer or building the image of
your company?

This event complies with the concept of corporate social responsibility of CEPS,
a.s., which, among other things, focuses on projects which praise the Czech cultural
heritage. The festival in Cesky Krumlov connects classical music with the setting
of a UNESCO urban monuments preservation area. We have long-time experience
with the festival and the feedback for our company is still very positive.

Which achievements of the company CEPS in the last year would you
mention?

I am glad that we have managed to fulfil the demanding investment program
which will ensure safety and reliability of the delivery of electric power.

As a representative of a main partner of the IMF Cesky Krumlov you have
surely visited many concerts. Which of the concerts of the 23" year will you
not miss and which concert from the past years has impressed itself on your
memory?

This year | am looking forward to the concert of the Czech Radio Symphony
Orchestra with soloist lvan Zenaty and the Gypsy Virtuoso Orchestra. | liked all
the concerts which | visited at the International Music Festival. In the past | was
most impressed by the concert of Placido Domingo and also by the concert of
Gechomor with a symphony orchestra.
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